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Deiii* Jerry, 

"Unanswered, questions," on Nazi genocide, omits a to ne interesting and important 
part of the account of how the Danes resisted pressure 1 to turn the Jews over for slaughter 
and how they were saved by the Danes. 

The key person and the organizer of the Jewish escape by sea to Sweden was, according 
to a friend of ours, Ms uncle. He told us this quit-.; long ago, when we farmed and he was 
a customer who became a friend. His mine was Olaf Seidenfaden and the chief of police 
of Copenhagen was Ms father's brother. Olaf was quite proud oi Ms exploit and its 
success. 

The Seidenfaden family was involved in the lumber business. u laf was an exporter 
of logs, based in WusMngton. His family also had been active in Thailand and on Ms 
mother's side Olaf had Tliai blood, u'm not sure of how much. 

When the Nazis attacked western Europe Olaf went to Canada, where he rose to be a 
colonel in the air force. I have no recollection of Ms war career. 

He exported fir logs to Japan .nd walnut, cherry and other valuable logs to a 
number of places 1 recall in Europe, including Yugoslavia and italy and, i'n sure other 
countries I do not recall. The logs he exported were used in making veneers and the cores 
of plywood. He also exported tMs most costly finishing-wood logs to Japan. 

lie told us early on that JS> policy virtually assured the death of the US^Cywood 
industry. ,j -'Mb is because we financed the construction of modern plywood mills in these 
other countries wMle our own manufacturers refused to modernize. 

In those day the Japanese could use virtually all of the ’walnut and similar logs 
while in the ULi there was great waste. X u sure he said that the Japanese mills could 
virtually peel the logs wMle we were stili. having to saw them in l/4 iucfj^ tiiicknesses. 

! It turned out as he'd predicted and we now import virtually 111 the better 
plywoods. 

Olaf's account of how the Jews were gotten out of Denmark is the same as I've 
read ^Isewhere and in tMs book, jffc was done with a flotilla of small boats at Mght. 

-H don t recall the details on how the Jews were assembled, if they .;ere, or whether they 
were just alerted and told when to be where. 

The expanse of water was not great so with the cooperation of the weather small 
boats could be used and were, many of them. Waning, of course, many Danes who risked 
all to succor strangers from the Nazis. 
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I add. a note about Poland, text around page 212. again, the writing is accurate, 
so far as' 1 know, but brevity or perliaps lack of documentation at the time of writing 
leads to what can be taken as unfair in the representation of A 'olish anti— BemitisEu 

In my magazine writing during World War II, before Pearl Harbor, I was in touch 
with representatives of the European underground, as I probably reported, in a letter 
to David Ignatius of the Washington Post, tlirough "a han Galled Intrepid," the head of 
British intelligence in the U.S., Stephenson. Ily contact with the Poles, was in New York 
Gity, a browns tone house on the north side of an east-west street. Prom these Poles I 
got copies of underground papers. 

One of these papers, probably Goununist, titled something like ^ribuna Ludowa, 
condemned and reported Nazi acts against Polish Pews and declared solidarity with 
the Jews. 

Because I knew the policies of the Polish government in exile in Britain I was 
a, bit surprised at this. 

1 .. may interest you to know that I ciid not find a decent market for my story on 
the European anti-Nazi underground. I hid no agent and an agent might have known a 
publication thjjjrt might have taken it. Eventually x gave it to a small, left-wing Jewish 
magazine, Jewish — if e. its next issue carried a letter from a New Jersey preacher named 
White in ,,hich he called that story something like the most eloquent or most powerful 
sermon, all those tilings I had somehow disappeared when ,£ wa;> in the army. 

Ihe only other contacts with the undergound I recall now ~86 Ab were an indirect one 
through the British embassy and a direct one with the Czechs, both in Washington. The 
Czechs were rather open in telling me that the crews of their railroads were under- 
go oung couriers, carrying messages from one group to another, both domestically and 
internationally, dll I recall of the British contact is that I was provided with the 
originals of hand-written letters to BBC from inside occupied Europe. I wondered then how 
the writers managed to get them out. 

The discussion of Jewish resistance mid compliance with the Nazis reminds me of 
two friends. Jack and Vicki Prankel. Jack was a “uropean representative of the Joint 
Distribution Committee. He is from Brooklyn and is a cantor. Vicki is a Persian New. Hev 
father, a singer, took the family to Pr. nee when she was a little girl, to escape per- 
secution in what then was known as Persia. During she war Vicki, who was quite young, 
laved with nuns. She was a courier for the underground. If the nuns did not arrange for 

that they had to at the least know about it. This is an illustration of what is said in 

t|his discussion about the integration of Jews into the resistance in Iterance. ( Jack, by the 
wjay, is one of the American Jews who went to the holy land at the time Israel declared 
Itself a state and was attacked by the Arabs. He is one of those who went to Yemen to 

rescue those rather backward Jews, who had a long march to reach the planes. As I under- 

stand it, to get some of those people tp enter the planes they had to be persuaded, sym- 
bolically, that the planes represented the biblical wings of the angels. Those planes 
Were arranged for by the father of a man who was a customer when we farmed, VafLude Peneau.) 

I recall only two places ( you marked in this book, facing pages 306-7. On the second 
is the formulation of a truth I d never stopped to think of, even when reading Hitler on . 
the bi^ lie, "A total lie is not subject to refutation...." How applicable this is to 
officialdom and the media with regard to the political assassinations! 
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